
Mrs. Gutzwiller’s Preschool Threes Newsletter 

Week of November 12th, 2017 

 

Dear Families, 

 

I had so much fun meeting my students’ grandparents last Friday!  Thank you for inviting your families to spend 

the morning with us.  It was extra special being able to recognize and thank grandparents that were also 

veterans.  God Bless America! 

 

Theme-  This week we will begin our Thanksgiving theme.  We will discuss the many blessings God has given us 

and pray for those that may be in need.  We will briefly touch on the Pilgrims, Native Americans, and the 

tradition of the first Thanksgiving feast. 

 

Books We Will Read- Spookley the Square Pumpkin- A Family to Be Thankful For by Joe Troiano, A Turkey for 

Thanksgiving by Eve Bunting, I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Pie by Alison Jackson, My First Thanksgiving 

by Tomie DePaola, Thanksgiving Day Is Here by Diane Goode, and Clifford’s Thanksgiving by Norman Bridwell. 

  

Jesus Time- Gideon Wins the Battle- Sometimes, you don’t want to be God’s helper, or you don’t think you can 

do it.  God gives us the victory over our enemies- sin, death, and the devil.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

recognize that God called you to be His helper and trust that He will be with you and give you strength to do 

His work.  

 

Our Bible words for the week- “Not…by power, but by my spirit, says the Lord.”  Zechariah 4:6 

 

ECE Chapel is on Tuesday with Pastor Schumacher and Cantor Giuliani.  

ECE Devotions is on Wednesday with Mr. Kaspar and Cantor Zorena. 

 

*All chapel offerings collected during second quarter will go toward the Bethany Lutheran Church and School 

work group mission trip that will be heading to East Texas during Christmas vacation.   The volunteers will spend 

their time putting up new drywall in homes that have already been emptied and gutted due to Hurricane 

Harvey.   

 

Songs We Are Learning 

See Christmas Program Songs Handout 

 

Prayer We Are Learning 

O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good and his mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

 

Handwriting Without Tears- This week we will focus on letters C, O, Q, and G.  All of these letters use the “Big 

Curve” to write.  We will use our letter pieces to make these letters on our blue mats.  

 
 

November Homework- November homework will go home this week.  Please write something your child is 

thankful for on the turkey’s tummy.  Decorate the turkey and return to school next week. 



 

Christmas Program - The words to the Christmas program songs will go home on green paper this week.  Please 

use as a reference when you hear your child singing at home.  Be sure to mark your calendars for our ECE 

Christmas program that will take place on Friday, December 15th, at 9am in the sanctuary.  Family and friends 

are encouraged to come and celebrate the birth of Jesus.  (We do not have regular preschool class that day.) 

The program lasts about 20 minutes.  Light refreshments will be served in the gym following the program. 

 

Drop-In Open House- Please join us on Thursday, November 16th, from 12-1pm for a preschool open house.  This 

is for 2s, 3s, and 4s.  Even if you know you will be enrolling your child at Bethany next year, come and meet the 

teachers and mingle with other parents.  We would love for you to invite your friends, neighbors, and families 

that may not be familiar with our preschool.  Please see Linda Fox if you have questions. 

 

Kindergarten Open House- Mrs. Gemkow, Bethany’s Kindergarten teacher, will be hosting an open house on 

Tuesday, December 5th from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.  All are welcome to attend.  Be sure to invite your friends and 

neighbors! 

 

Early Childhood Registration- ECE registration opens Friday, December 1st. This registration is to register your 

child(ren) for Preschool for the 2018 - 19 school year.  If you have questions, contact Linda Fox at 630-355-6607 

or at lfox@bethanylcs.org  

 

Halloween Candy- Please consider donating any Halloween candy you may not want to our classroom.  We 

will use it for our gingerbread houses next month.   

 

Jesus’ Birthday Party- Our Christmas party, which we call “Jesus’ Birthday Party”, is coming up soon.  The dates 

of the party are December 20th (M/W/F) and December 21st (T/TH).  Both parties begin at 10:15am.  All students 

are welcome to have an adult attend the party with them.  (No siblings please.)  Room parents will start 

planning the parties soon, and will post a party supply list on the classroom door in early December. 

 

Outerwear- Don’t forget to send warm outerwear with your child every day.  Hats, coats, mittens, and boots 

should be labeled with your child’s name.  Please take off boots and switch to regular shoes before entering 

the classroom.  This helps keep our classroom floor dry.  Mittens are easier for the children to get on by 

themselves.  If you have a choice, please send mittens.  😊  

 

Play-Doh Recipe 

Ingredients: 2 cups flour, ½ cup salt, 2 TBLS vegetable oil, 2 TBLS alum (found in spice section), food coloring, 

and 2 cups boiling water. 

 

Directions:  Mix flour, salt, vegetable oil, and alum together in bowl.  Set aside.  Bring 2 cups of water with food 

coloring of choice to rolling boil in microwave.  Slowly pour water in to flour mixture.  Stir until all ingredients are 

mixed.  (You may need to add up to 1 additional cup of flour if too sticky.)  I have had the most success using 

my KitchenAid mixer using the dough attachment.)  Let cool. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Thursday, November 16th, Drop-in Preschool Open House, 12-1pm 

Wednesday, November 22nd – Friday, November 24th, Thanksgiving Break – No School 

Friday, December 1st- ECE Registration for the 2018-2019 School Year Begins 

Tuesday, December 5th- Kindergarten Open House 5:30-7pm 

Friday, December 15th, ECE Christmas Program at 9am 

Wednesday, December 20th, 10:15am Jesus’ Birthday Party 

Thursday, December 21st, 10:15am Jesus’ Birthday Party 

Friday, December 22nd – Friday, January 5th – Christmas Break – No School 

Monday, January 8th – School Resumes 

 
Parent Helpers for the Week 

Monday- Hunt 

Tuesday- Loomis 

Wednesday- Keller 

Thursday- Eggert 

Friday- Bue 


